
FoundaƟon Stage Early Learning Goals 

 
Listening, AƩenƟon and Understanding 

• Listen aƩenƟvely and respond to what they hear 
with relevant quesƟons, comments and acƟons 
when being read to and during whole class 
discussions and small group interacƟons. 

• Make comments about what they have heard 
and ask quesƟons to clarify their understanding. 

Personal, Social & EmoƟonal Development 

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and 
those of others and begin to regulate their 
behaviour accordingly. 

• Be confident to try new acƟviƟes and show 
independence, resilience and perseverance in 
the face of challenge. 

• Work and play cooperaƟvely and take turns with 
others. 

• Form posiƟve aƩachments to adults and 
friendships with peers. 

• Show sensiƟvity to their own and to others’ 
needs 

Speaking 

• ParƟcipate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own ideas, using 
recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Offer explanaƟons for why things might happen, 
making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-ficƟon, rhymes and poems 
when appropriate. 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including use of 
past, present and future tenses and making use 
of conjuncƟons, with modelling and support 
from their teacher. 

Literacy – Comprehension 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been 
read to them by retelling stories and narraƟves 
using their own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. 

• Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-
ficƟon, rhymes and poems and during role-play. 

Understanding the World - People, Culture and 
CommuniƟes 

• Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observaƟon, discussion, stories, 
non-ficƟon texts and maps. 

Understanding the World - The Natural World 

• Explore the natural world around them, making 
observaƟons and drawing pictures of animals 
and plants. 

• Know some similariƟes and differences between 
the natural world around them and contrasƟng 
environments, drawing on their experiences and 
what has been read in class. 

• Understand some important processes and 
changes in the natural world around them, 
including the seasons and changing states of 
maƩer. 


